HIGHLIGHTS OF



introduction

Very, very few companies in the world have a longer history in computing
than Regnecentralen. The organization received its present name as long
ago as 1955, when it was set up as a private institution by the Danish
Academy of Applied Science, but its history dates right back to 1947, when
the Academy established a watchdog committee to follow electronic com-
puter developments in the world at large.

The 1955 remit to the newly established "RC" was purposeful and concise:
to acquire or construct and operate computing machinery as a service to
the Danish nation.

In the event, RC chose to construct its own computer, and in so doing laid
the foundation for the system development capacity that represents a major
asset today.

Through a judicious blend of in-house development and outside purchase,
the service operation amply fulfilled its initial objectives, and has since
developed into the largest service bureau network in Scandinavia.

RC's factory in Preeste,
B0 kilometers south of Copenhagen



RC's early emphasis on service quickly underlined the importance of soft-
ware of all kinds. Basic software was required to make the hardware
systems run and to assist in the production of fully finished application
program packages. It was thus no coincidence that RC was deeply involved
in the joint industry efforts to define the Algol 60 language, and has since
undertaken compiler contracts on behalf of other computer manufacturers.

The systems RC originally developed for its own use proved marketable to
other users, as a result of which production, OEM purchase, and system
integration facilities have been established. Maintenance of these facilities
through activities in the European and world end-user and OEM markets
now forms a further cardinal point of company policy.

Despite steady growth throughout its entire existence, RC remains a small
company by industry standards. Its chief asset for survival in a competitive
world is, perhaps, the flexibility its relatively modest size makes possible.

Flexibility on the "make or buy” issue keeps RC alive to favorable OEM
purchase opportunities as well as to possibilities for own manufacture.
Flexibility enables RC to undertake special system development contracts,
which keeps it technologically on its toes. Flexibility keeps RC in touch with
the market and responsive to users' needs.

Flexibility through knowledge, experience, and technical skill is RC’s
answer to the challenge of change and progress.


































